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Travel and honors fill
Dean Mutua's calendar
Dean Makau W.
Mutua speaking in
Nairobi.
A
s 2009 gave way to 2010, Dean Makau W. Mutua
packed a year's worth of activity and accolades into
just a few months.
One highlight was a weeklongtrip to Africa in
February, during which Mutua spoke in Nairobi, Kenya, and in
Kampala, Uganda. His lectures came at a critical time for both
countries: Kenya is rewriting its constitution and considering
adding legal protections for gay and lesbian persons, and a bill
pending in the Ugandan parliament would impose the death
penalty on homosexuals. "Passions are high on both sides of
the issues in both countries; Mutua said.
In his Nairobi lecture, titled" Sexual Orientation and Hu-
man Rights: Putting Homophobia on Trial, Mutua argued
that anti-homosexual sentiment does not exist in isolation. "It
is useless and hypocritical to fight one form of oppression and
discrimination while supporting another, he said. "In most
cases, individuals who express one form of hatred against one
group are more likely expresses hatred against other groups -
thus a racist is also likely to be homophobic, sexist, misogynist
and a hater of poor people."
He exhorted human rights activists in Kenya, "You can't
pick and choose what rights to focus on, or which people
should be protected. When you fight for liberation, you should
fight for the total liberation of the human condition. You
should fight against all forms of discrimination"
The dean's trip was sponsored by the Ford Foundation.
Also in February, Mutua was elected to the prestigious
Council on Foreign Relations, a NewYork City-based think
tank and membership organization that studies major inter-
national issues and publishes the influential journal Foreign
Policy.
With about 4,300 members, the Coun-
cil's ranks include top government officials,
renowned scholars, business leaders, ac-
claimed journalists, prominent attorneys
and distinguished nonprofit professionals.
Members participate in meetings, panel
discussions, interviews, lectures, book
clubs and film screenings to discuss and
debate the major foreign policy issues of
our time. In addition, they enjoy unparal-
leled access to world leaders, senior govern-
ment officials, members of Congress and
prominent thinkers.
The membership rolls include former
Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin, who
chairs the organization, and such states-
men as former President Bill Clinton, Hen-
ry Kissinger, Condoleeza Rice and Colin
Powell; senior journalists such as Fareed
Zakaria, Tom Brokaw and Katie Couric; se-
nior academics such as Columbia Univer-
sity President Lee Bollinger and Harvard
Professor Henry Louis Gates Jr.; and
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, along with other
senior lawyers and judges.
On recommendation of the membership committee, the
Council's Board of Directors elected Mutua as a life member.
In mid-March, Dean Mutua traveled to The Hague, The
Netherlands, to train investigators of the International Crimi-
nal Court who are seeking evidence to determine whether se-
nior Kenyan officials and businesspersons should be indicted
for crimes against humanity for the violence that rocked the
country in early 2008 after contested presidential elections.
Luis Moreno-Ocampo, the Prosecutor of the ICC, has asked
the court to authorize investigations into that violence, which
resulted in killings, rapes, widespread attacks and wanton de-
struction of property.
And late last year, the dean was a guest of President Obama
and the first lady at aWhite House ceremonyto present the
Robert E Kennedy Human Rights Award. Mutua was one of
five international and national human rights experts who se-
lected the recipient —Magodonga Mahlangu and her organiza-
tion, Women of Zimbabwe Arise. The judges chose Mahlangu
and WOZA for organizing more than 60,000 Zimbabweans in
an ongoing campaign of non-violent action against injustice,
exploitive social conditions and oppression of women's rights.
The award, established in 1984, honors courageous and in-
novative human rights defenders throughout the world who
stand up against injustice, often at great personal risk. It in-
cludes a prize of $30,000 and ongoing legal, advocacy and
technical support through a partnership with the RFK Center.
